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The 2019-2020 school year has been like no other school year. We face challenges none of us could 
have imagined and know our students and families have many questions and concerns. 
 
Administration and staff continue to modify and invent continuous learning models that fit our 
demographics and give our students every opportunity to be successful. While doing all we can to assure 
our seniors are able to complete the requirements for on-time graduation, we are also deeply concerned 
about the ongoing education of our underclassmen. Our top priority is to provide every student with the 
opportunity to continue learning while maintaining as much equity as possible. 
 
Recently, the state’s Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction issued guidelines for grading during 
the school closure. With the state’s guidelines, school districts can proceed with grading that is uniform, 
fair. The following FAQ is intended to clarify some of the frequent questions and concerns.  
 
What is my student’s current grade? 
Grades were frozen at the PR 4 grading period.  Because students have the opportunity to raise their 
grade through the end of the school year, the grade sitting in the Skyward system in S2 (semester 2) is 
your child’s current grade. For help with access to Skyward please call the high school office at 360-379-
4520. 
 
Can my student’s grade change? 
Yes, all students have the opportunity to raise their grade from PR4. Remember, this is the baseline 
grade and by engaging in continuous learning, the student has opportunities to demonstrate proficiency 
in the course.  
 
How can a student raise their grade? 
Grades may be raised by completing missing assignments, re-doing old assignments for an improved 
grade, and most importantly, by being engaged in continuous learning.  
 
What type of grades will be used? 
After evaluating a student’s participation in continuous learning, teachers will issue one of the following: 
A, B, C, D, or I (Incomplete) 
 
Can my student fail a class? 
No. However, a student may receive an Incomplete for Semester 2 if they fail to engage in continuous 
learning opportunities.  
 
 



What does an Incomplete grade mean? 
Being issued a grade of incomplete means the student has not sufficiently engaged in continuous 
learning and therefore has not produced enough evidence for their teacher to issue a grade for credit. 
The student will be required to make up the Incomplete to receive credit in the course. 
 
What will make up work look like? 
Make-up work to earn credit will look different for each student who receives an Incomplete. For some, it 
may be a short packet of work while for others it may require retaking the course next school-year 
depending on how much content the student missed. The student will have until the end of their senior 
year to recover the credit.   
 
What if my student was failing when school was closed? 
Students who were failing at PR4 still have the opportunity to improve their grades, to passing. With the 
right amount of effort and engagement with the teacher, every student will be able to earn a passing 
grade.   
 
How can a student engage in continuous learning to ensure passing a 
course? 
A schedule of Zoom classes has been developed and provided to families. Participating in a Zoom 
session is the best way to get started.  
 
What if a student can not access the internet or is struggling to engage? 
Contact the high school at 360-379-4520 and let us know so contact with each of the student’s teachers 
can be made. Any family experiencing unique or special circumstances related to the COVID-19 
pandemic is asked to make contact with the high school counselor Kiley Gard.  Students in unique 
circumstances may be granted flexible options to ensure teacher support, instructional engagement and 
educational achievement. Mrs. Gard can be reached at kgard@ptschools.org 
 
What if my student has an IEP? 
Students receiving Special Education services will be issued grades through a collaborative process 
between the IEP case manager and the general education teacher. 
 
What can I do to help my student succeed? 
Connect them with their teachers! Make contact with all their teachers through email, Zoom, cell phone, 
or any other method necessary. Encourage your student to engage in their learning, and to continue their 
academic growth. Teachers are geared up to help their students through this period, but students need 
to show up on the radar.  
 
What if I have other questions or concerns? 
Contact us so we can assist you and your child to get connected with teachers, and ensure that they are 
engaged in learning activities for the remainder of the school year.  Our high school offices are open 
Monday - Friday.  Our phone number is 360-379-4520.  You can also reach us through email: 
Principal Carrie Ehrhardt -  cehrhardt@ptschools.org 
Dean of Student Patrick Gaffney -   pgaffney@ptschools.org 


